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On January 30, 2017, the University of Louisville Journal
of Respiratory Infections was born. On that day, we published our first editorial under the title “Why a new
journal?”[1] In that article, I explained that in the current environment, if an investigator wanted to publish
a manuscript that was not significant enough to be accepted in a traditional peer-review journal, the only
path to publication was through an open access journal operating under a pay-to-publish model. In such a
model, investigators would have to pay for their work
to be published.
In my opinion, this problem, which was significant in
2017, has not been resolved; on the contrary, today, it
is worse than four years ago. We believed that a new
model was needed that would remove the financial obstacles for readers as well as investigators when the
time came to share new scientific knowledge. This was
the reason why we developed the new journal to be
peer-reviewed, open access, and free of charge for authors and readers alike. The University of Louisville Journal of Respiratory Infections has fulfilled its original goal,
and to date, the Journal has produced 124 publications,
facilitating the dissemination of information in the field
of respiratory infections. The map below (Figure 1) illustrates the number of times articles have been downloaded across the globe.

the University of Louisville community and one editor
representing the global community. The goals of the
Journal are not changing, but the new leadership will
bring a new and fresh perspective. It is with great pleasure that I present the two new Editors-in-Chief, Dr.
Forest Arnold and Dr. Jose Bordon. In their companion editorial, the new Editors-in-Chief will describe the
new and exciting ways in which the Journal will continue this journey to facilitate the dissemination of new
knowledge in the area of respiratory infections.
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After four years with myself as the Editor-in-Chief, the
Journal is shifting today to a new model: a shared position of Editor-in-Chief, with one editor representing
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Figure 1. Number of article downloads from the Journal of Respiratory Infections 2017–2021.

Published: March 29, 2021
Copyright: © 2021 The author(s). This original article is
brought to you for free and open access by ThinkIR: The University of Louisville’s Institutional Repository. For more information, please contact thinkir@louisville.edu. This article is
distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0), which permits un-

restricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium,
provided the original author and source are credited.
Funding Source: The author(s) received no specific funding
for this study.
Conflict of Interest: All authors declared no conflict of interest in relation to the main objective of this work.

References
1. Ramirez JA. Why a new journal? Univ Louisville J Respir Infect 2017; 1(1): Article 2. doi: 10.18297/jri/vol1/iss1/2/.

ULJRI | https://ir.library.louisville.edu/jri/vol5/iss1/8

2

